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FOREWORD 


The  purpose  of  this  booklet  is  to  establish  a  permanent 
record  of  the  Wilhelm  Deckert  Family  Reunion,  held  at  the 
City  Auditorium,  York,  Nebraska,  August  15,  1954. 

Care  has  been  taken  to  present  the  history  like  it  was 
given  by  those  who  participated  in  the  program.  Should  dis¬ 
crepancies  appear,  it  has  in  no  wise  been  the  object  of  the 
committee  to  misrepresent  any  statements,  but  to  the  best  of 
our  knowledge  have  published  the  histories  of  the  families 
as  read. 

With  hopes  that  the  material  in  these  pages  will  serve  as 
an  appreciation  to  the  present  and  future  generations,  of 
what  our  forefathers  have  done  toward  the  welfare  of  their 
posterity,  we  submit  this  booklet  to  the  Wilhelm  Deckert 
Family  Circle. 


— The  Committee 
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MORNING  PROGRAM 


Address  of  Welcome . City  Mayor  Lloyd  Livingstone 

Song— “Come  Thou  Almighty  King” 

Congregation,  led  by  Leonard  Boehs 

Opening  remarks  and  prayer . Raymond  Becker 

Message . ..Rev.  Lincoln  Jantz,  Greensburg,  Kansas 

Leaning  on  Psalm  16:6,  the  message  stressed  the  Menno- 
nite  heritage  which,  through  much  sacrifice  on  the  part  of 
our  forebears,  now  belongs  to  the  present  generation  who 
should  cherish  it. 

Additional  remarks  and  greetings  to  the  family  circle 

Rev.  Gerard  Schartner,  Friedensheim,  Paraguay 

Song— “What  a  Friend  We  Have  in  Jesus” _ Congregation 


Closing  remarks  and  prayer . . Rev.  Lincoln  Jantz 

***** 


After  lunch  Rev.  Gerard  Schartner  from  Paraguay  gave 
an  interesting  talk  on  the  experiences  of  his  family  in  Com¬ 
munistic  Russia  before  they  found  freedom  in  South  America. 
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AFTERNOON  PROGRAM 


Song— “O  Worship  the  King” . Congregation 

Opening— Reading  Psalm  145  and  prayer 

Chairman,  Rev.  Linscheid 

Henry  Berg — History . Mrs.  Susanna  Berg 

Peter  Tieszen — History . Dr.  Henry  P.  Tieszen 

Derk  Tieszen — History . Mr.  Abe  V.  Tieszen 

Benjamin  Deckert — History . Mr.  Foster 

Song— “Take  Thou  My  Hand” . . . Congregation 

John  B.  Unruh — History . Mr.  Abe  J.  Unruh 

Peter  Becker — History . Miss  Inez  Unruh 

Jacob  Koehn — History... . Mr.  Tobias  Koehn 

Reading  of  Song,  “Auswanderungs  Lied” 

Mrs.  John  D.  Unruh 

John  Deckert — History . Mr.  Abe  Alfert 

Tobias  Deckert — History . Mr.  Ed  Tieszen 

Cornelius  Unruh — History . Mr.  Isaac  Unruh 

Dietrich  Ensz — History . Mr.  Willie  Ensz 

Closing  Remarks . Rev.  Linscheid 

Song — “God  Be  With  You  Till  We  Meet  Again”  Congregation 
Prayer . Rev.  A.  W.  Friesen,  Henderson,  Nebraska 
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Carolina  Deckert 

Carolina  was  born  Aug.  16,  1854;  died  June  3,  1857 

Maria  Deckert,  1856-1930 

Maria,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Deckert  was  born 
in  Russia,  Feb.  3,  1856.  and  with  her  parents  came  to  the 
U.  S.  in  1874.  She  was  married  to  Henry  Berg.  Jr.,  and  they 
settled  on  a  homestead  west  of  Marion,  South  Dakota.  They 
went  through  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  However  the 
Lord  blessed  them  spiritually  and  also  materially.  Father 
was  elected  to  the  ministry  in  18S6  and  for  several  years 
served  at  the  Bethesda  Mennonite  Church.  In  1909  they  re¬ 
tired  from  active  farm  life  and  moved  to  Freeman,  South 
Dakota.  Father  died  at  the  age  of  67  after  a  lingering  illness. 
Mother  died  at  the  age  of  74  after  a  short  illness  of  heart 
trouble.  Mother  was  a  devoted  wife  and  a  good  manager  and 
with  firmness  she  ruled  her  household. 

Four  sons  and  eight  daughters  were  born  unto  them.  Willie 
died  in  infancy.  Elisabeth  and  Amalia  died  real  young  of 
diphtheria  only  several  days  apart.  Isaac  died  at  the  age  of 
15  years  of  pneumonia.  Agnetha  reached  the  age  of  25  years. 
She  was  not  a  normal  child  and  was  often  sick.  But  the  par¬ 
ents  took  good  care  of  her  and  never  complained,  taking  the 
burden  as  from  the  Lord. 

The  other  seven  children  all  established  their  homes 
around  this  vicinity  namely: 

I.  Henry  H.  (1880-1948) 

He  was  married  to  Susanna  Unruh  and  they  farmed  on  the 
old  homestead.  He  was  much  interested  in  church  and  school 
work.  For  a  number  of  years  before  his  passing  he  had  a 
nerve  ailment  which  gradually  rendered  him  helpless  tor  the 
last  five  months.  During  these  years  he  occupied  himself 
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much  with  Bible  reading.  He  died  at  the  age  of  68  years. 
Mrs.  Berg  at  present  still  resides  on  the  old  farmstead. 

To  this  union  three  sons  and  three  daughters  were  born. 

(1)  Frieda,  who  after  a  long  illness  died  when  only  2  years 
and  seven  months. 

(2)  Helmuth  Jack  and  Bette  Allen  serve  a  Methodist 
church.  They  have  two  children. 

(3)  Adeline— Joe  Slinger,  diseased  since  1953.  Adeline  has 
two  boys  and  is  at  present  teaching. 

(4)  Alvina  and  Wm.  Van  Antwerp.  Bill  is  studying  for  the 
ministry.  They  have  two  children. 

(5)  Marvin  and  (6)  Walter  are  on  the  home  place  and  are 
farming. 

II.  Mary  Berg  and  Rev.  John  J.  Engbrecht 

They  have  lived  at  different  places  but  last  in  Freeman, 
South  Dakota.  They  w*ere  occupied  with  school  and  church 
work.  For  several  years  John  also  had  a  small  clinic  where 
he  practiced  Naturopathy.  So  many  received  both  spiritual 
and  physical  help.  Mary  died  at  the  age  of  59.  They  were 
blessed  with  three  daughters,  (1)  Rosa,  Mrs.  Harry  K.  Bos, 
who  lives  in  California.  Harry  is  a  carpenter.  (2)  Elisabeth, 
Mrs.  Abraham  Becker,  who  serve  a  church  at  Rapid  City, 
South  Dakota.  They  have  one  son.  (3)  Sarah,  Mrs.  Ed.  S. 
Crum,  died  when  23  years  old.  She  left  three  children,  Sylvia, 
Ted  Allen  and  Ruth  Ann.  Mr.  Crum  remarried  and  lives  in 
Kansas  City,  Kansas.  He  has  been  much  occupied  with  music. 

III.  Jacob  Berg  and  Katie  Buller 

They  farmed  near  Marion  South  Dakota.  In  1910  they 
moved  to  Saskatchewan,  Canada.  Here  they  also  farmed, 
but  later  on  Jacob  wras  elected  to  the  ministry  and  served 
for  several  years  until  his  health  broke  down.  He  died  when 
nearly  61  years  old  after  a  long  and  painful  sickness.  His 
wife  lives  in  Prince  Albert,  Saskatchewan. 

_  Five  children  were  born  to  them.  (1)  Emma,  Mrs.  Jake 
Wiens.  They  too  are  farmers  and  have  three  sons.  (2)  Walter 
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(Huida  Nickel)  farming,  have  three  children.  (3)  Harry  and 
Betty  - — — — -  is  mostly  in  business.  They  have  three  boys. 
(4)  Huida  and  Lewis  Patts,  have  two  girls.  He  is  a  janitor 
in  a  school  at  Prince  Albert,  Saskatchewan.  (5)  Ervin  died 
at  the  age  of  13  years. 

IV.  Susie  Berg  and  Peter  S.  Ewert 

They  live  on  a  farm  near  Marion,  South  Dakota.  Prior  to 
her  marriage  Susie  was  a  nurse  at  the  Bethel  Hospital,  New¬ 
ton,  Kansas.  They  have  four  children.  (1)  Amanda — David 
Nickel.  Amanda  also  has  been  a  nurse.  They  are  in  business 
at  Storden,  Minnesota.  They  have  two  children.  (2)  Adolphine 
and  (3)  Roland  are  at  home  and  serving  their  parents  faith¬ 
fully.  (4)  Elmer — Marie  Franz  are  farming.  Marie  has  also 
been  teaching.  They  have  one  son. 

V.  Sarah  Berg  and  Rev.  Jacob  J.  A.  Tieszen 

They  farmed  some,  but  served  the  Bethel  Mennonite 
Church  near  Dolton,  for  32  years.  Sarah  has  gone  through 
much  sickness  for  19  years  and  the  last  seven  months  she 
was  bedridden.  She  died  when  55  years  of  age.  A  faithful 
and  understanding  helpmate  she  was  to  her  preacher  hus¬ 
band.  Two  sons  survive  her.  (1)  Irvin — Celia  Morrison.  He 
has  been  teaching  but  is  in  business  at  present  at  Bridge- 
water,  South  Dakota.  (2)  Waldo — Marion  Karrigan,  have  two 
children.  He  has  always  been  in  the  teaching  business  and  is 
at  present  a  professor  at  Spearfish,  So.  Dakota.  Rev.  Tieszen 
is  remarried  to  Lena  Wiens  and  has  one  son.  He  is  serving 
a  community  church  at  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota. 

VI.  Helena  Berg  and  Peter  J.  Schmidt 

They  have  lived  on  a  farm  near  Dolton,  South  Dakota. 
When  a  storm  wrecked  their  buildings  that  was  a  trial  but 
the  Lord  blessed  them  again.  Helena,  too,  was  sick  very 
much  but  she  was  a  brave  soul  and  had  much  endurance. 
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She  passed  on  at  the  age  of  59  years.  They  have  five  chil¬ 
dren.  (1)  Arthur — Evangeline  Bos  live  on  the  family  farm. 

(2)  Ben  a-  -Henry  H.  Unruh  also  farm  but  at  present  Henry 
is  doing  some  chiropractic  work.  They  have  three  children. 

(3)  Hulda — Alvin  Becker  have  four  children.  Prior  to  their 
marriage  Alvin  worked  in  C.O.  camps.  At  present  they  farm. 

(4)  Ruben — Eileen  Strohschien.  farm  near  Freeman,  South 
Dakota.  They  have  one  son.  (5)  Harvey — Yvonne  Gross  have 
one  son  and  live  on  a  farm  near  Freeman,  South  Dakota. 
Harvey  had  been  in  service  several  years  and  Yvonne  is  a 
trained  nurse. 

VII.  Eva  Berg  and  Rev.  John  J.  Enbrecht 

They  lived  in  Freeman.  She  took  up  the  thread  when 
her  sister  Mary  passed  on.  The  last  four  years  John  had 
been  ailing,  but  she  took  good  care  of  him.  She  also  is  a  good 
mother  to  his  children.  This  Nov.  20,  1954,  John  passed  on 
to  his  reward,  at  the  age  of  71  years. 

Last  but  not  least  our  parents  did  much  sick  visitation. 
They  were  much  devoted  to  each  other.  They  were  devout 
and  God  fearing  and  brought  up  their  children  likewise.  Let 
us  follow  their  example. 

Susanna  Deckert 

Susanna  Deckert  was  the  third  daughter  of  the  Wilhelm 
Deckert  family.  She  was  born  in  the  year  of  1857  and  was 
married  to  our  father,  Peter  D.  Tieszen,  on  April  3,  1880. 
This  -union  was  blessed  with  15  children.  Helena,  Susanna, 
Anna  and  Jacob  died  in  infancy.  Benjamin  died  at  the  age 
of  22  years.  Peter  died  at  the  age  of  61  years.  Dr.  Joseph 
died  at  the  age  of  53  years. 

PETER  R.  TIESZEN  married  Nettie  Duerksen.  They  have 
6  children;  Dave,  Willie,  Clara,  Edwin,  Verda  and  Lloyd. 
Lloyd,  a  twin  brother  to  Verda  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Peter  R.  Tieszen  farmed  northwest  of  Marion,  South  Dakota, 
until  Peter's  death.  Dave  married  Lydia  Adrian  and  they 
have  6  children;  Vernon,  Edna,  Alden,  Aryss,  Duane  and 
LaVonne.  Vernon  married  Viola  Schmidt  and  they  have  1 
son,  Stanley.  They  live  in  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota,  where 
Vernon  works  at  the  Josten  Concrete  Company.  Edna  married 
Henry  Wentzel.  They  have  4  children;  Pearl,  Ronald,  Roy  and 
Rocky.  Alden  is  in  his  2  year  service  in  Germany,  working  in 
a  hospital.  Willie  married  Bertha  Adrian.  They  have  5  chil¬ 
dren;  Reginald,  Leslie,  Lila,  Norma  and  Burdette.  Reginald 
died  in  a  car  accident  at  the  age  of  21.  Leslie  married  Mary 
Koenekamp  and  at  present  is  in  his  two-year  service.  Lila 
works  as  a  teletype-operator  in  Sious  Falls,  South  Dakota. 
Clara  married  John  Ensz.  They  have  3  children;  Delora, 
Lester  and  Lois.  Delora  married  Melvin  Schmidt  and  they 
have  3  children;  Bonnie,  Larry  and  Roger.  Lester  married 
Loretta  Miller  and  they  have  2  daughters,  Deborah  and  Julia. 
Edwin  is  at  Canoga  Park,  California,  working  as  a  carpenter. 
Verda  married  Lyle  Cooper  and  they  have  2  sons,  Gary  and 
Darrell.  They  live  at  Canoga  Park,  California,  where  Lyle 
works  as  a  carpenter.  These  families  are  farming  in  the 
vicinity  of  Marion,  South  Dakota,  except  Edwin  and  Lyle 
Cooper’s. 

ABRAHAM  TIESZEN  married  Nellie  Schmidt.  They 
farmed  west  of  Marion,  South,  Dakota,  where  Abe  also  was 
engaged  in  trucking  for  a  number  of  years.  In  the  year  1906 
Abe  and  Nellie  took  in  their  niece,  Mary  Wedel,  due  to  the 
death  of  her  mother  at  the  age  of  ten  weeks  and  cared  for 
her  for  one  and  a  half  years.  Mary  was  taken  home  to  be 
with  her  father  and  stepmother.  Due  to  the  death  of  her 
parents  Mary  came  back  in  the  year  of  1927  to  be  with  her 
Aunt  and  Uncle.  Mary  is  still  with  her  Uncle  Abe  keeping 
house  for  him.  In  the  year  1920  Frank  Schmidt  at  the  age  of 
6  came  to  Abraham  Tieszen’s  and  stayed  with  them  until 
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he  went  on  his  own.  Nellie  died  at  the  age  of  61.  Abe  now 
is  retired  and  living  in  Marion,  South  Dakota. 

HENRY  TIESZEN  married  Aganetha  Ewert.  They  have  6 
children;  Ida,  Arpa,  Johanna,  Albert,  Leola  and  LuElla. 
Albert  and  Leola  died  in  infancy.  Ida  married  John  Hofer 
and  they  have  2  daughters:  Ella  Ruth  and  Florence.  Arpa 
married  Jacob  Tschetter.  They  have  3  sons:  LeRoy,  Charles 
and  John.  Johanna  married  Theodore  Hofer.  They  have  3 
daughters:  Joann,  Elaine  and  Judith.  LuElla  married  Ran¬ 
dolph  Renner.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Tieszen  were  farming 
west  of  Marion,  South  Dakota.  Later  Henry  started  to  prac¬ 
tice  with  his  father  while  on  the  farm.  They  with  their  fam¬ 
ily  moved  to  Marion,  South  Dakota.  Dr.  Henry  has  been  in 
practice  for  30  years  whereupon  he  retired  in  the  fall  of 
1954.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Hofer  are  farming  their  home  place. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Tschetter  live  in  Fairmont,  Minnesota, 
where  Jake  is  a  teacher.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore  Hofer  live 
in  Marion,  South  Dakota,  wThere  Ted  is  an  implement  dealer. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randolph  Penner  live  at  Hudson,  Wisconsin, 
where  Randy  is  an  artist  and  LuElla  a  nurse. 

WILLIAM  TIESZEN  married  Anna  Goosen.  They  farmed 
south  of  Marion,  South  Dakota.  Later  moved  to  Marion;  he 
then  became  interested  in  road  construction  work.  William 
also  established  the  Tieszen  Home  for  the  Aged,  which  con¬ 
sists  of  a  three  story  brick  building  with  40  rooms  and  donat¬ 
ed  a  160  acre  farm  toward  the  home. 

ISAAC  TIESZEN  married  Katie  Graber.  They  have  7  chil¬ 
dren:  Ewalt,  Lillian,  Albert,  Selma,  Delsie,  Helen  and  Ruby. 
Ewalt  died  in  a  car  accident  at  the  age  of  19.  Albert  died  in 
infancy.  Lillian  married  Ruben  Glanzer.  They  have  6  chil¬ 
dren:  Joanne,  Janet,  Elroy,  Arden,  LaDean  and  Loren.  Selma 
married  Wilbert  Hieb;  they  have  4  sons:  Barry,  James, 
Charles  and  Richard.  Delsie  married  Leonhard  Bartel.  They 
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have  3  children:  Cathryn,  Leonhard  and  Gerald.  Helen  is  in 
Korea  working  under  the  MCC,  and  Christian  Children’s  and 
Child  Guidance  Organization  in  an  orphanage.  Her  work  con¬ 
sists  of  giving  them  physical  and  spiritual  food.  Ruby  mar¬ 
ried  Donald  Waltner  and  they  have  1  daughter,  Joan.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Isaac  Tieszen  were  farming  south  of  Marion,  South 
Dakota.  They  left  the  farm  and  moved  to  Marion  where  he 
entered  into  business  as  a  well  driller  and  operated  a  service 
station  and  also  helped  father  with  his  practice.  Then  later 
left  for  Chicago  where  Isaac  enrolled  at  the  School  of  Chi¬ 
ropractic.  Upon  graduation  from  this  school  Dr.  Isaac  with 
his  family  returned  to  Marion  where  he  entered  into  practice 
with  his  father  and  brother.  In  1926  the  need  was  felt  to 
enlarge  office  space  and  in  1927  Dr.  Isaac  built  the  Tieszen 
Clinic.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruben  Glanzer  are  farming  west  of 
Parker,  South  Dakota.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wilbert  Hieb  live  at 
Henderson,  Nebraska,  where  Dr.  Hieb  is  a  physician  and 
surgeon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonhard  Bartel  live  in  Marion,  South 
Dakota,  where  they  operate  the  Tieszen  Hotel.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Donald  Waltner  live  at  Denver  where  Don  is  in  1-W  work, 
giving  his  2  years  of  service. 

JOSEPH  TIESZEN  married  Jennie  Janssen.  They  have  2 
sons:  Vernon  and  Arden.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Tieszen 
farmed  south  of  Marion,  South  Dakota.  Later  they  left  the 
farm  and  went  to  Chicago  where  Joe  enrolled  at  the  School 
of  Chiropractic.  Upon  graduation  from  this  school  Dr.  Joe 
with  his  family  moved  to  Marion,  South  Dakota,  where  he 
entered  into  practice  with  his  father  and  brothers  at  the 
Tieszen  Clinic.  Dr.  Joe  remained  in  practice  until  the  dear 
Lord  called  him  home  to  his  eternal  rest  at  an  early  age. 
Both  of  his  sons  enrolled  at  the  School  of  Chiropractic  and 
upon  graduation  Dr.  Vernon  is  now  practicing  in  the  Tieszen 
Clinic  where  his  father  practiced.  Dr.  Arden  married  Doris 
Kimmel  and  is  at  present  in  his  2  year  service. 
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FRED  TIESZEN  married  Helen  Tieszen  and  they  have  3 
children:  Verm  a,  Alvaro  and  Violet.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Ties¬ 
zen  farm  southwest  of  Parker.  South  Dakota.  Verma  married 
Dwane  Decker  and  they  have  6  children:  Dianna,  Kenneth, 
Stephen,  Gerald,  William,  and  Ronald.  They  live  in  Sioux 
Falls,  South  Dakota,  where  Dwane  is  a  salesman.  Alvaro 
enrolled  at  the  School  of  Chiropractic  in  Chicago  and  gradu¬ 
ated  from  this  school.  Dr.  Alvaro  married  Jeanne  Kleinsasser 
and  they  live  in  Marion,  South  Dakota,  where  Dr.  Alvaro  is 
in  practice  at  the  Tieszen  Clinic.  Violet  married  Wayne 
Kingsboro  and  they  have  2  daughters:  Patricia  and  Laurie. 
They  live  in  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota,  where  Wayne  works 
at  the  Packing  Plant. 

FRANK  TIESZEN  married  Ottilie  Weidner  and  they  have 
3  children:  Doris,  Richard  and  Dean.  Doris  died  in  infancy. 
Richard  died  at  the  age  of  13.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Tieszen 
farm  west  of  Marion,  South  Dakota,  and  for  a  period  of  time 
he  also  did  road  construction  work  with  his  brother  William. 

MARIE  TIESZEN  married  Sam  Schmidt  and  they  have  4 
children:  Gordon,  Orville,  Allen  and  Fyrne.  Gordon  married 
Diena  Thieszen  and  they  have  2  sons:  Phillip  and  Ivan.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gordon  Schmidt  live  on  a  farm  at  Henderson,  Neb¬ 
raska,  where  Gordon  also  does  some  irrigation  well  drilling. 
Orville  is  at  present  a  senior  in  Bethel  College  at  North 
Newton,  Kansas,  looking  forward  to  graduation  in  the  spring 
of  1955  with  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  He  further  plans 
to  give  two  years  of  PAX  Service  in  Germany  as  a  Consci¬ 
entious  Objector  under  the  Mennonite  Central  Committee. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Schmidt  farm  west  of  Marion,  South 
Dakota.  Her  husband  has  received  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
from  Goshen  College,  Goshen.  Indiana;  also  a  Bachelor  of 
Theology,  Bachelor  of  Divinity  and  Master  of  Religious  Edu¬ 
cation  degree  from  Northern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
in  Chicago.  For  nine  years  he  served  as  a  schoolteacher. 
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Though  farming  at  present,  he  gives  liberally  of  his  time 
serving  the  interests  of  his  church,  community,  college,  Home 
for  the  Aged,  and  Conference. 

ELIZABETH  TXESZEN  married  Henry  Wiens  and  they 
have  3  daughters:  Gladys,  Orpha  and  Irene.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Wiens  are  farming  the  home  place  west  of  Marion, 
South  Dakota.  Gladys  works  as  a  secretary-stenographer  in 
Mitchell,  South  Dakota.  Orpha  is  employed  as  a  bookkeeper 
in  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota. 

Our  parents  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  D.  Tieszen  homesteaded 
three  and  one-half  miles  west  of  Marion,  South  Dakota, 
where  they  farmed.  They  lived  on  this  farm  until  the  year 
of  1927  when  they  moved  to  Marion,  South  Dakota.  Here  on 
the  farm  father  began  to  practice  with  his  father,  Derk 
Tieszen,  Sr.  Their  practice  was  known  as  “bone  setting.” 
Mother  died  in  the  year  of  1929  at  the  age  of  71.  Father 
died  in  the  year  of  1938  at  the  age  of  80. 

We  are  thankful  to  God  for  the  many  blessings  that  He 
has  bestowed  upon  the  Susanna  Deckert  family  and  her 
descendants.  The  total  number  of  descendants  is  139  of 
which  16  have  died.  At  present  we  number  123  living  des¬ 
cendants. 


“MOTHER” 

There’s  a  world  of  understanding, 

There’s  a  smile  for  every  tear, 

There’s  so  much  love  and  kindness 
In  her  thoughtful  words  of  cheer. 

Makes  me  hope  that  in  the  years  to  come 
That  I  can  prove  to  be, 

Just  half  as  sweet  and  thoughtful 
As  the  Mother,  God  gave  me. 
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Derk  P.  Tieszen  and  Helena  Deckert  Tieszen 

Mother  Helena  was  the  third  living  child  of  the  Wilhelm 
Deckert  family.  She  was  born  Aug.  10,  1859,  and  died  Jan. 
12,  1948  at  the  age  of  88  years.  Father  died  two  years  earlier 
at  the  age  of  87  years. 

The  following  are  their  children  and  descendants. 

1.  PETER— the  oldest  died  at  the  age  of  33  years  when  he 
was  struck  by  lightning.  He  leaves  his  widow  Agatha  Buller 
after  one  year  of  married  life.  She  resides  with  her  brother 
at  Marion,  South  Dakota. 

2.  WILHELM — died  in  infancy. 

3.  MARIA — died  in  infancy. 

4.  ABRAHAM — married  to  Jacobina  Tiahrt  and  now  re¬ 
sides  in  Freeman,  South  Dakota.  They  have  three  daughters 
and  two  sons  and  eight  grandchildren. 

5.  ANNA — married  to  Daniel  A.  Becker,  who  died  in  1940, 
leaving  Anna  with  two  sons  and  five  daughters  and  six 
grandchildren.  She  resides  on  a  farm  near  Marion,  So.  Dak. 

6.  JOHN — is  married  to  Mary  Dick  and  they  reside  on  a 
farm  north  of  Dolton,  South  Dakota.  They  have  two  daugh¬ 
ters  and  three  sons  and  seven  grandchildren. 

7.  SUSANNA — married  to  Tobias  B.  Becker  resided  on  a 
farm  near  Dolton,  South  Dakota,  passed  away  November, 
1953,  leaving  her  husband,  six  daughters,  and  five  sons,  one 
son  preceding  her  in  death.  There  are  five  grandchildren. 

8.  DERK — is  married  to  Merle  Wilson  and  resides  at 
Albany,  New  York. 

9.  EVA— is  married  to  O.  C.  Krehbiel,  and  resides  at  Hutch¬ 
inson,  Kansas.  They  have  two  daughters  and  one  son  and 
eight  grandchildren. 

10.  AGANETHA— is  married  to  Rev.  Louis  Linscheid,  re¬ 
siding  at  Freeman,  South  Dakota.  They  have  one  son  and 
one  daughter. 
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11.  BENJAMIN— -is  married  to  Dorothy  Hofer,  residing  on 
a  farm  near  Marion,  South  Dakota.  They  have  one  daughter 
and  one  son  and  one  grandchild.  . 

12.  AMALIA — is  married  to  Dr.  J.  D.  Unruh,  residing  in 
Freeman,  South  Dakota.  They  have  one  son. 

The  Derk  Tieszen  descendants  at  present  are  four  sons, 
four  daughters,  five  daughters-in-law,  four  sons-in-law,  thirty- 
six  grandchildren  and  thirty-five  great-grandchildren. 

A.  V.  Tieszen,  Freeman,  South  Dakota 

Benjamin  W.  Deckert  Family  History 

Greetings  to  all  of  you  from  the  Benjamin  W.  Deckert 
family. 

Benjamin  Deckert,  my  grandfather,  was  bora  the  fifth 
child  of  Maria  Schartner  Deckert  and  Wilhelm  Deckert  on 
Sept.  26,  1861,  in  Karlswald,  Russia.  He  came  to  America  at 
the  age  of  13.  In  1882  he  married  Helena  Unruh,  daughter 
of  Peter  T.  Unruh.  She  was  born  April  24,  1863  in  Karlswald, 
Russia,  and  was  11  years  old  when  they  came  to  Newton, 
Kansas,  in  November,  1874.  The  following  year  they  moved 
to  South  Dakota,  settling  in  the  Silver  Lake  region.  They 
both  had  one  year  of  schooling  with  Peter  Goertz  as  the 
teacher.  This  is  where  Grandfather  and  Grandmother  became 
acquainted. 

At  first  when  newly  married  they  lived  with  Grandfather’s 
parents  for  a  few  months.  Then  they  homesteaded  on  a 
place  4  miles  west  of  Marion,  first  living  in  a  small  clap¬ 
board  house.  It  is  thought  they  lived  in  this  while  the  sod 
kitchen  and  barn  were  being  built.  Later  on  a  larger  house 
was  built  and  still  later  the  present  house  was  moved  onto 
the  place,  and  additions  built  to  it.  The  sod  kitchen  and  barn 
have  long  since  been  torn  down  but  the  other  3  homes  still 
remain  on  the  place,  which  is  now  owned  and  farmed  by  a 
son,  Joel. 
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When  the  blizzard  of  1888  came  up  so  suddenly,  Grand¬ 
father  was  visiting  at  Henry  Bergs,  and  wanted  to  go  home 
but  Mr.  Berg  closed  the  door  and  refused  to  let  his  brother- 
in-law  go  out  into  the  storm.  Grandmother  worried  through 
all  of  that  night. 

Grandfather  had  good  judgment  in  business  dealings  and 
his  word  was  respected,  and  so  they  prospered.  He  also  had 
a  cheerful  winning  personality.  He  liked  and  was  interested 
in  his  family  and  friends.  Some  of  his  daughters  still  recall 
how  their  date  sometimes  just  had  to  wait,  and  sometimes 
they  were  late  to  doings  because  (after  all,  what  could  they 
do?)  Grandfather  was  visiting  with  their  boy  friends. 

I  stayed  with  Grandfather  and  Grandmother  quite  a  bit 
during  my  high  school  days  and  recall  how  Grandfather 
read  the  big  Bible  aloud  to  us  before  we  ate  our  breakfasts. 
I  think  the  90th  Psalm  must  have  been  one  of  his  favorites 
because  he  read  that  Psalm  to  us  more  often  than  any  other. 
Grandmother  too  read  the  Bible  and  other  Christian  liter¬ 
ature.  She  more  or  less  studied  all  her  life  becoming  so  well 
informed  we  sometimes  asked  her  the  questions  we  had  to 
know  in  our  school  work.  She  was  well  up  on  current  affairs 
of  the  day  as  she  could  understand  the  newspaper  and  knew 
her  geography  very  well.  However  she  could  not  talk  Eng¬ 
lish  fluently  but  understood  everything  she  read.  She  also 
liked  to  sing  and  would  sit  in  her  rocker  and  sometimes 
sing.  Rock  of  Ages  was  a  favorite  hymn.  They  moved  to 
Marion  in  1924,  where  they  lived  in  retirement  for  about  six 
years  when  Grandfather  died  of  pernicious  anemia  on  Novem¬ 
ber  5,  in  1930,  at  the  age  of  69.  His  health  failed  noticeably 
in  the  last  two  years  of  his  life  but  there  was  little  the 
doctors  could  do  for  that  particular  disease  at  that  time. 
Grandmother  continued  living  with  the  children  for  13  more 
years.  Her  mind  remained  alert  but  she  had  a  chronic  heart 
ailment  and  passed  away  suddenly  while  staying  with  her  old¬ 
est  daughter  and  son-in-law,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Buller  on 
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January  15,  1943,  at  the  age  of  79  years.  All  her  life  she 
trusted  in  her  Lord  and  walked  in  childlike  faith. 

Altogether  they  had  13  children,  the  8  living  are:  John, 
Peter,  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Henry  Buller),  Eva  (Mrs.  Henry 
Thomas),  Joel,  Kathryn  (Mrs.  Henry  Goerz),  Lydia  (Mrs. 
Jonathan  Graber),  and  Hannah  (Mrs.  Elias  Kaufman).  All 
live  in  and  around  Marion  with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Jona¬ 
than  Graber.  At  this  writing  she  is  not  well.  Her  address 
is  1095  New  Haven  Drive,  Salem,  Oregon. 

Five  children  have  died:  Marie,  who  lived  only  10  days, 
Lena,  Mrs.  Fred  Buller  died  of  lung  cancer  at  the  age  of  61. 
She  was  a  quiet,  soft-spoken,  conscientious  Christian.  Abra¬ 
ham  died  in  his  17th  year.  He  suffered  much  for  several 
years  from  an  infection  in  the  marrow  of  his  bones.  Susan, 
married  to  Joe  Thomas  died  in  a  Yankton  hospital  after  sur¬ 
gery  from  a  ruptured  gangerous  appendix.  Susan  was  an 
alert  person  and  had  a  loving  and  friendly  disposition.  She 
reached  the  age  of  31  years. 

William  attained  the  age  of  4  years.  He  died  from  burns 
received  when  his  clothing  caught  fire. 

Time  does  not  allow  me  to  say  much  about  the  rest  of  the 
family.  The  grandchildren  are  scattered  to  various  places 
and  are  predominantly  engaged  in  farming. 

Altogether  there  are  30  grandchildren,  37  great-grand¬ 
children  and  one  great-great-grandchild.  Altogether  there  are 
at  present  76  living  descendants  of  Benjamin  and  Helena 
Deckert. 
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Greetings  from  the  John  B.  Unruh  Family 

Mother,  grandmother  and  great-grandmother  Elizabeth 
Deckert  was  born  in  Karlswalde,  near  Ostrog,  Polish  Russia, 
August  5,  1863. 

At  the  age  of  12,  she  together  with  her  parents  immigrated 
to  America,  arriving  in  New  York  on  the  S.  S.  Columbia, 
Nov.  22,  1875.  They  proceeded  to  Pawnee  Rock,  Kansas,  where 
they  spent  the  first  winter  in  America.  Early  in  spring  1876, 
they  moved  and  settled  on  a  homestead  in  Turner  County, 
South  Dakota.  Here  mother  grew’  to  womanhood. 

Mother  was  united  in  marriage  to  John  B.  Unruh  on  De¬ 
cember  9,  1882,  in  the  home  of  her  parents  Wilhelm  B.  and 
Maria  (Schartner)  Deckert  near  Marion,  South  Dakota.  They 
settled  on  a  farm  one  mile  east  of  Silver  Lake  and  expe¬ 
rienced  many  hardships  in  their  pioneer  days  from  prairie 
fires,  hailstorms  and  grasshopper  pests. 

They  were  converted  and  baptized  into  the  Church  of  God 
in  Christ,  Mennonite,  February  15,  1S93.  In  April,  1899,  they 
moved  and  settled  in  McPherson  County,  Kansas,  where 
mother  passed  away  suddenly  in  her  home  November  29, 
1923,  at  the  age  of  60  years,  3  months  and  24  days. 

Thirteen  children  wrere  born  to  this  union.  Benjamin,  the 
firstborn  passed  away  in  infancy.  The  other  twelve  are  still 
living,  eleven  in  Kansas  and  one  in  Missouri.  There  are  77 
grandchildren  and  103  great-grandchildren  living,  making  a 
total  of  192  direct  descendants  living  from  this  union.  Six 
grandchildren  and  four  great-grandchildren  have  passed 
away.  The  family  circle  totals  260  together  with  the  in-laws 
and  the  adopted  children.  Forty-nine  of  the«grandchildren  and 
one  great-grandchild  are  married.  About  80  per  cent  of  the 
family  circle  who  have  reached  the  years  of  accountability 
are  affiliated  with  the  Church  of  God  in  Christ,  Mennonite. 

Two-hundred  and  twelve  of  the  family  circle  reside  in 
Kansas;  12  in  California;  11  in  Missouri;  5  in  Colorado;  4  in 
Wyoming;  5  in  Michigan;  3  in  Oklahoma;  2  in  Maryland;  2 
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in  Arizona  and  one  each  in  Arkansas,  Texas  and  Indo-China. 
Pete  is  the  oldest  in  the  family,  being  68  years,  8  months  and 
2  days  old.  Stanley  Gene,  son  of  Calvin  and  Jennie  Lou  Unruh, 
2  months,  26  days  old  is  the  youngest.  The  family  is  unfor¬ 
tunate  in  having  two  blind  members  in  the  circle:  Marie, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pete  Unruh,  and  Clayton,  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dan  H.  Becker.  But  even  though,  physically 
blind  and  handicapped,  yet  spiritually  they  see  the  Light 
of  the  world  and  the  way  that  leads  to  heaven.  This  way 
they  are  treading  with  much  courage  and  with  the  blessed 
assurance  that  in  the  end  they  will  reach  a  place  where 
there  will  be  no  blind  ones. 

No  prominent  man  has  arisen  from  this  family,  neither  is 
there  a  criminal  record  in  the  family  circle.  None  have  at¬ 
tained  great  worldly  riches,  nor  is  any  one  on  charity.  They 
all  have  their  daily  bread  and  a  comfortable  living  which 
they  earn  with  their  hands  and  minds.  This  is  a  principle 
which  mother  printed  indelibly  upon  our  minds  as  we  grew 
up  in  the  home,  viz.,  that  our  hands  were  not  given  to  us 
to  reach  out  to  other  people's  property,  but  were  given  to 
work  diligently  and  earn  our  daily  bread.  Practically  the 
entire  family  group  is  engaged  in  dairying  and  farming  as 
means  of  their  livelihood  with  the  exception-  of  a  few  book¬ 
keepers,  salesmen,  implement  dealers  and  one  oil-well  driller. 
There  are  two  deacons  in  the  family,  three  teachers  and  four 
registered  nurses. 

We  remember  mother,  gentle  and  patient,  and  with  a 
meek  spirit,  who  lived  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life  for  the  good 
of  others,  laying*  a  good  example  and  a  safe  pattern  for 
us  to  follow.  Her  character  wielded  a  wide  influence  upon 
forming  those  of  her  children.  Very  few  were  her  words, 
but  when  spoken  they  wrere  uttered  kindly  and  with  sym¬ 
pathy,  penetrating  deep  into  the  heart  where  they  fastened 
themselves  and  became  like  drawing  cords,  guiding  us  around 
many  a  pitfall,  onward  to  self-control  and  Christian  conduct. 
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Peter  Becker  Family 

Mother,  grandmother  and  great-grandmother,  Eva  Deck- 
ert  was  born  in  Karlswalde  Russia,  March  17,  1865.  In  1875 
she  immigrated  to  America  with  her  parents  and  settled  in 
Turner  County,  South  Dakota  in  the  spring  of  1876. 

On  June  26,  1885,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Peter 
Becker.  To  this  union  ten  children  were  born.  Susanna,  John 
and  Maria  have  passed  away.  Helena,  Eva,  Elizabeth,  Aaron, 
Joseph,  Anna  and  Sam  are  living  in  Saskatchewan.  Four  of 
the  children  were  married.  Twelve  grandchildren  and  one 
great-grandchild  are  living.  Two  of  the  grandchildren  are 
married.  Direct  descendants  of  Eva  Deckert  total  16.  The 
total  of  the  family  circle  with  the  in-laws  is  twenty. 

The  Amalia  Deckert  Koehn  Family 

Mrs.  Jacob  Koehn  (Amalia  Deckert)  born  December  12, 
1866;  was  the  seventh  child  of  the  William  Deckerts.  She 
was  married  at  the  age  of  19,  and  became  a  widow  at  the  age 
of  66.  This  union  had  been  blessed  with  10  children.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  have  passed  away:  Henry,  John,  Maria,  Susanna, 
Isaak,  and  Anna.  At  the  time  of  the  Deckert  reunion  she 
was  the  only  member  living  of  the  eleven  children,  but  was 
unable  to  be  present. 

LENA  and  JACOB  live  on  the  home  place  with  Mother. 

FRED  married  Helena  Unruh.  At  present  he  is  a  retired 
farmer.  They  have  been  blessed  with  the  following  children 
and  grandchildren. 

1.  HILDA  married  Ewalt  Duerksen.  Their  children  are: 
Donald,  Delmer,  Alden,  Elaine,  Arlene,  Kathleen,  Marvin, 
and  Alice.  They  are  farming  at  present. 

2.  ELMA  married  Orville  Knutsen.  He  is  working  for  the 
Standard  Oil  Company.  Their  children  are:  Joan  and  Dwayne. 
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3.  LYDIA  married  Albert  Duerksen.  He  is  working  in  the 
produce  business.  Their  children  are:  Jerry,  Jeanae,  Jimmy, 
Jackie,  Joanne,  Lany. 

4.  ALFRED  married  Madelvn  Neiderheiser.  He  is  working 
•  for  the  Civil  Service.  Their  children  are:  Frederich,  William 

and  Timothy. 

5.  ELSIE  married  Dave  Hofer.  He  is  doing  farming  and 
custom  work.  Their  children  are:  Marlene,  Sharon,  and  Arlin. 

TOBIAS  married  Emma  Schmidt.  They  are  retired  farmers. 
Their  children  and  grandchildren  are  as  follows: 

1.  ALBERT  married  Betty  Jean  Strunk.  They  have  one 
girl,  Nancy  Lee.  They  are  farming. 

2.  WILLIE  married  Tabea  Mendel.  They  have  one  boy, 
Randy  Wayne.  They  are  also  farming. 

3  and  4.  VICTOR  and  RUTH  are  going  to  school. 

Frederich  Deckert 

Frederich  was  born  Sept.  11,  1868,  and  died  Feb.  25,  1872. 

The  History  of  the  John  W.  Deckert  Family 
from  1870  to  1954 

JOHN  W.  DECKERT  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilhelm 
Deckert  Nov.  7,  1870,  in  Jadwanine,  Russia.  He  came  with  his 
parents  to  America  in  1875. 

KATHERINE  DIRKS  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew 
Dirks  Sept.  13,  1876. 

In  1897  John  Deckert  and  Katherine  Dirks  were  united 
in  marriage  and  homesteaded  on  a  farm  four  and  one  half 
miles  west  of  Marion.  There  they  labored  together  and  en¬ 
joyed  the  blessings  they  received  and  also  endured  the  hard¬ 
ships  that  came  to  them.  Ten  children  were  born  into  the 
family. 
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1.  MINNIE  DECKERT  was  born  April  10,  1898.  She  mar¬ 
ried  Bernard  Becker  who  had  come  as  a  child  with  his  par¬ 
ents  from  Russia.  They  homesteaded  on  a  farm  near  Dolton, 
South  Dakota.  To  them  were  born  six  children.  Leander  mar¬ 
ried  Gladys  Schultz.  They  have  one  son  Jerry.  Arnold  mar¬ 
ried  Edna  Ortman.  They  have  one  son  Roy.  Vermon  married 
Eleanor  Ensz.  Marvis  is  still  at  home.  Two  children  died  in 
infancy. 

2.  JOE  DECKERT  was  born  April  13,  1899.  He  married 
Clara  Warn  and  homesteaded  on  a  farm  5  miles  west  of 
Marion,  South  Dakota.  Later  they  moved  to  Marion  and  run 
a  grocery  store.  Three  children  were  born  to  them.  Abner 
married  Ethel  Schroeder.  They  have  one  daughter  Catherine. 
Shirline  married  John  DeHoogh.  One  son  died  in  infancy. 

3.  BERTHA  DECKERT  was  born  June  30,  1902.  She  mar¬ 
ried  Abe  Olfert  from  Minnesota.  They  homesteaded  six 
miles  northwest  of  Marion,  South  Dakota.  Three  children 
were  born  to  them.  Carmi  married  Myrtle  Ratzlaff.  They 
have  one  son  Wayne.  Lorraine  married  Alvin  Kroeker.  One 
boy  died  in  infancy. 

4.  ESTHER  DECKERT  was  born  Dec.  7,  1904.  She  mar¬ 
ried  Dietrich  Tieszen.  Thev  homesteaded  3  miles  northwest 
of  Marion,  South  Dakota.  Five  children  were  born  to  them. 
Beverly  married  Bob  Rabenhorst.  They  have  two  boys, 
Robert  and  Douglas.  Delano  and  Skyla  are  still  at  home. 
Leanora  died  in  her  first  year  and  another  boy  died  in 
infancy. 

5.  VERNA  DECKERT  was  born  Oct.  28,  1908.  She  married 
Henry  Warkentin  from  Minnesota.  Henry  was  a  school¬ 
teacher.  Two  children  were  born  to  them.  Eleanor  married 
Harvey  Flaming.  They  have  three  children,  Phyllis  Gail  and 
Erland.  Eldon  Warkentin  is  a  PAX  man  in  Korea. 
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6.  EDWARD  DECKERT  was  born  Jan.  26,  1910.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Delcie  Unruh.  They  homesteaded  five  miles  west  of 
Marion,  South  Dakota.  They  have  one  son  Donley. 

7.  ALVINA  DECKERT  was  born  March  14,  1912.  She  mar¬ 
ried  Edward  Becker.  They  homesteaded  six  miles  west  of 
Marion,  South  Dakota,  and  have  3  boys,  Arden,  Jeral  and 
Norman. 

8.  ARTHUR  DECKERT  was  bom  Dec.  17, 1915.  He  married 
Doris  Bradford.  They  live  in  Washington  and  have  two 
children,  Elone  and  Ginger. 

9.  OTTO  DECKERT  was  born  in  1918  and  died  at  the  age 
of  one  year  and  seven  months. 

10.  MAYNARD  DECKERT  was  born  Feb.  18,  1921.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Ann  Miller.  They  live  on  mother’s  farm  and  have  two 
boys,  James  and  Jeffery. 

John  W.  Deckert  died  in  1935  at  the  age  of  64.  He  suf¬ 
fered  with  rheumatism  for  22  years.  In  his  last  days  pain 
became  more  and  more  severe  because  of  being  internally 
paralyzed.  But  he  patiently  endured  till  the  Lord  took  him 
home.  Verna  (Mrs.  Henry  Warkentin)  died  in  1935  at  the  age 
of  27.  After  an  attack  of  the  flu  she  was  operated  on  for  ap¬ 
pendicitis,  but  died  of  a  severe  case  of  internal  inflammation. 
Esther  (Mrs.  D.  F.  Tieszen)  died  in  1953  at  the  age  of  48. 
The  cause  of  her  death  was  cancer.  She  underwent  several 
major  operations  and  had  suffered  severely.  Others  have 
experienced  terrible  accidents  and  much  sickness. 

Total  registration  of  the  family  has  numbered  to  65.  Of 
this  number  10  have  died  leaving  the  present  total  at  55. 

We  are  thankful  to  God  for  His  love,  mercy  and  grace 
and  the  many  blessings  He  has  bestowed  on  the  Deckert 
family.  We  all  have  our  daily  bread  and  beyond  that.  We 
drive  good  cars,  wear  good  clothing  and  sleep  in  modern 
houses.  Above  all  we  are  thankful  to  God  for  salvation  in 
Christ  Jesus. 


25 


■  ■  i*m  r» 


» 1 1  ava^flflMI 


-.  .  «  fa  t  '•  M^k 


«<•' r\  tntrm 


*  11  • ia>  1 


Tobias  Deckert  Family 


Father  Tobias  Deckert  was  born  in  Russia.  At  the  age  of 
two  years  toegther  with  his  parents  they  left  for  America 
where  together  with  other  immigrants  they  settled  in  the 
Marion  vicinity.  On  Nov.  7,  1899,  father  was  married  to 
Mary  Thomas.  Together  they  established  their  own  home 
northwest  of  Marion,  and  reared  their  family  consisting  of 
five  daughters  and  one  son.  Their  son  died  in  infancy. 

November  7,  1941,  at  the  age  of  67  father  passed  away. 
Mother  is  still  living  and  enjoys  fairly  good  health  at  the 
age  of  76.  She  makes  her  home  now  at  Marion.  The  children 
live  at  various  places: 

1.  LYDIA,  Mrs.  Peter  Balzer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Balzer  reside 
on  a  farm  at  Bingham  Lake,  Minnesota.  They  have  three 
children:  Delora,  who  has  been  teaching  school  for  a  number 
of  years;  Berdina,  Mrs.  Don  Emmert,  resides  at  Monroe, 
Washington,  where  Mr.  Emmert  is  pastor  of  a  Mennonite 
church.  They  have  a  year  old  daughter;  Raymond  is  in 
the  service  and  is  stationed  in  England.  In  the  month  of 
November  a  telegram  was  received  informing  us  that  Ray¬ 
mond  was  seriously  ill  with  polio  and  that  he  was  in  an 
iron  lung.  He  was  sick  four  and  one-half  weeks.  On  Decem¬ 
ber  15,  1954,  Raymond  passed  away  at  the  age  of  22  years. 

2.  ALMA,  Mrs.  Paul  Becker.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Becker  reside  on  a 
farm  at  Marion.  They  have  three  children.  Dwain  is  in  the 
service  and  is  stationed  at  Waukegan,  Ill.  He  is  married  and 
has  a  six-month-old  daughter.  Harlan  and  Clellan  are  at 
home. 

3.  LUELLA,  Mrs.  Ed.  F.  Tieszen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tieszen  re¬ 
side  on  a  farm  at  Marion.  They  have  four  children:  Lavonne, 
Roger,  Kenny  and  Jerel. 
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4.  MARTHA,  Mrs.  Otto  Thomas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  re¬ 
side  on  a  farm  at  Marion.  They  have  three  children:  Connie 
and  Tommy,  twins,  and  Maloye. 

5.  AMANDA,  Mrs.  John  Ewert.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ewert  reside 
at  Meade,  Kansas,  where  John  is  principal  at  the  Meade 
Bible  Academy.  They  have  three  children:  Rachel,  Eldora 
and  Allen. 


Minnie  Deckert 

Minnie  Deckert  was  the  second  youngest  daughter  of  the 
William  Deckert  family.  She  married  Cornelius  P.  Unruh,  to 
whom  seven  children  were  born. 

1.  AUGUST  UNRUH  married  Elma  Kaufman.  Six  children 
were  born  to  them.  They  farm  in  the  Marion  vicinity.  One 
daughter,  Dianne,  died  from  an  accidental  fire,  at  the  age  of 
three  and  a  half  years.  They  now  have  four  boys  at  home, 
Ronald,  Darred,  Rodney,  Gary.  One  daughter  Jaraine  mar¬ 
ried  Glen  Hanson,  to  whom  three  children  were  born.  They 
live  in  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota. 

2.  MARTHA  UNRUH  married  Pete  Ratzlaff.  Four  children 
were  born  to  them.  They  farm  near  Freeman,  South  Dakota. 
Their  oldest  son  Melvin  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years 
of  a  kidney  ailment.  Lillian  is  married  to  Albert  Anderson. 
They  live  in  Sioux  Falls,  and  have  one  son.  Frances  is  mar¬ 
ried  to  Raymond  Becker  and  they  live  in  Waukegan,  Ill., 
where  he  is  in  1-W  service.  Donald  is  at  home. 

3.  NETTIE  UNRUH  married  Rev.  John  B.  Toews.  Three 
sons  were  born  to  them:  Johnny,  Paul  and  James.  They 
live  in  Hillsboro,  Kansas,  where  Rev.  Toews  is  Deputation 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Mennonite 
Brethren  Conference. 
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4.  GRACE  UNRUH  has  been  teaching  school  for  many 
years  and  at  present  is  teaching  school  in  Buhler,  Kansas. 

5.  WILLIE  UNRUH  died  of  a  weak  heart  and  other  ail¬ 
ments  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 

6.  ISAAC  UNRUH  married  Clara  Smith.  They  farm  in  the 
Marion,  South  Dakota,  vicinity. 

7.  EMMA  UNRUH  worked  for  a  number  of  years  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  but  due  to  ill  health,  she  now  lives  with 
Grace  in  Buhler,  Kansas. 

Father  died  of  a  car  accident  in  1935  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine. 

Mother  lived  in  widowhood  until  1948  when  she  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two.  During  her  last  ten  years  she  suffered 
much  from  arthritis,  and  toward  the  last  other  ailments  set 
in. 


Nettie  Deckert  Family 

The  following  is  the  Dietrich  Ensz  (Nettie  Deckert)  family: 

Our  mother,  Nettie  Deckert,  was  born  on  December  2, 
1879,  and  died  on  April  19,  1943. 

Our  father,  Dietrich  Ensz,  was  bom  on  October  4,  1879, 
and  died  on  May  2,  1944. 

They  spent  all  their  life  on  a  farm  west  of  Marion,  South 
Dakota.  Eight  children  were  born  to  this  union,  namely: 
Willie,  Lillie,  Leona,  Mayme,  Lloyd,  Rose,  Harry,  and  Alvin. 
All  eight  children  are  still  living  for  which  we  thank  and 
praise  the  Lord. 

1.  WILLIE  married  Emma  Tieszen.  They  live  in  Marion, 
South  Dakota.  Willie  is  employed  in  the  Marion  Co-op 
Creamery.  They  have  four  children.  Rosella  is  married  to 
Abe  Block;  they  live  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  where  Abe 
is  employed  as  a  motorman.  They  have  two  boys,  Ronald  and 
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Michael.  Ralph  is  a  teacher  in  the  high  school  at  Howard. 
South  Dakota.  Lorraine  is  employed  as  a  bookkeeper  at 
WNAX,  in  Yankton.  Merlyn  is  married  to  Clifford  Christo* 
pherson.  They  live  on  a  farm  near  Marion,  South  Dakota, 
and  have  two  boys,  Douglas  and  Dale. 

2.  LILLIE  is  married  to  Rev.  Ferdinand  Tieszen.  They  live 
in  Beatrice,  Nebraska,  where  Ferdinand  is  employed  at  the 
Kraft  Factory,  and  is  serving  as  an  interim  minister  at 
Beatrice.  They  have  four  children.  Melvin  is  married  to 
Doloras  West.  They  reside  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  where  Mel¬ 
vin  works  at  Wilson  Packing  Company.  They  have  one  boy, 
Wendell.  Clarence  married  Muriel  Ernst.  He  is  employed  at 
John  Deer  and  Company,  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  and  is  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Grace  Bible  Institute.  Carolyn  and  Evelyn  are  still 
at  home. 

3.  LEONA  married  Isaac  Classen.  They  farm  at  Salix, 
Iowa.  They  have  three  children:  Gerald,  Gilbert  and  Gloria 
Mae. 

4.  MAYME  married  Henry  Jensen.  They  live  in  Marion, 
South  Dakota,  where  Henry  is  engaged  in  the  salvage 
business. 

5.  LLOYD  married  Selda  Becker.  They  live  in  Omaha, 
Nebraska.  As  a  student  at  Grace  Bible  Institute,  he  is  serv¬ 
ing  a  church  at  Weston,  Nebraska,  and  is  employed  at 
Wright  and  Wilhelmy  during  the  week.  They  have  three 
children:  Jolene,  Orlen  and  Glendon. 

6.  ROSE  married  Jake  Becker.  They  reside  on  a  farm  at 
Marion,  South  Dakota,  and  have  three  children:  Ruby,  Roy 
and  Sharlene. 

7.  HARRY  married  Naomi  Becker.  They  also  live  on  a 
farm  near  Marion,  South  Dakota,  and  have  two  children: 
Deane  and  Jeffrey. 
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8.  ALVIN  married  Delma  Barucki.  They  live  on  a  farm 
near  Doniphan,  Missouri,  and  have  three  girls:  Doris,  Phyl¬ 
lis,  and  Kathryn. 

The  following  song  was  sung  by  the  Wilhelm  Deckert 
family  at  the  parting  from  their  home  in  Russia  when  they 
migrated  to  America. 

(Silt  Slushmnbcrungs  £icb 

Sefct  ift  bie  3eit  unb  3unbe  ba, 

2)a&  nrir  giefjn  nid)  Stmerifa. 

3$iel  taufenb  3eelen  gebt’3  bort  gut, 

$)a|3  troftet  un»  unb  gibt  un»  2ttut. 

ift  bie  3eit  unb  3tunbe  ba, 

$afc  roir  3iebn  nacfi  'Jtmerifa. 

2)ie  28agen  fteljn  fcfjon  nor  ber  2itr, 

•2ftit  SBeib  unb  ftinber  3iefjen  roir. 

ift  bie  3cit  unb  3htnbe  ba, 
itofc  roir  3iel)n  nadi  ^tmerifa. 

2)ie  $ferbe  ftefjit  fd)Oit  angefpannt, 

2Bir  3iet)en  in  ein  frembe£  Sanb. 

$jf)r  alle  bie  nut  un»  oerluanbt, 

9^eirf)t  un»  3unt  Icfcten  mal  bie  £>anb. 

Sftr  greunbe  roeinet  nid)t  311  feljr, 

2Bir  jef)en  un£  nun,  unb  nimrncr  mefjr. 

3eib  alle  mdnnlid),  unb  jeib  ftarf, 

2ftad)t  un£  ben  'Xbfdueb  nid)t  3U  (jart. 

2Bir  3ief)en  ja  nid)t  au5  ber  2BeIt, 
s2(ud)  ba  ift  ©ott,  ber  un£  ertjdlt. 

2Benn  unfer  3d)iff  3ur  3ee  einjdiroimmt, 

2>ann  roerben  Sicber  angeftimmt. 

2Bir  fitrdjtcn  feitten  Laffer  fall, 

2)er  £iebe  ©ott  ift  itberall. 
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Unb  fommen  fair  gen  93aIiimor, 

$)ann  beben  fair  bas?  Sanb  empor, 

Unb  rufen  laut  Victoria"! 
finb  roir  in  21merifa. 

SStllfommcn  frembes  SSaterlanb, 

2Bo  fid)  mein  £>cr3  liar  bin  gcroanbt. 

25u  £anb  roo  id)  geborcit  bin, 

2J2ub  meiben  unb  mufj  roeit  bal)in. 

£eb  mob!  bu  alteS  35aterlanb, 

2ebt  alle  mobl  bie  un»  gefannt. 

2Bir  merbcn  un»  cinft  nuebcrfebn, 

2>ort  mo  bie  griebens  ^almen  roebn. 

—  SSerfaffer  unbefannt. 


Translation  by  Abe  J.  Unruh  furnished  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  cannot  read  German. 

IMMIGRATION  SONG 

The  time  and  hour  is  now  at  hand. 

We’re  moving  to  a  foreign  land; 

Where  souls  by  thousands  prosper  well. 

Dauntless  with  tears,  we  say  farewell. 

The  time  and  hour  is  now  at  hand, 

•  We’re  moving  to  a  foreign  land; 

Our  wagons  loaded  stand  in  row 

With  wives  and  children  we  shall  go. 

The  time  and  hour  is  now  at  hand, 

We’re  moving  to  a  foreign  land; 

Our  horses  hitched,  to  wagons  stand, 

We’re  leaving  for  an  unknown  land. 
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To  our  beloved  ones  and  our  kin, 

We  say  farewell  and  sigh  within; 

Weep  not  so  hard  that  we  must  part, 

It  grieves  our  weary  saddened  heart. 

Be  manly  and  renew  your  strength, 

As  time  goes  on  we’ll  meet  at  length; 

We  still  remain  upon  this  sphere. 

Where  God’s  protection  will  be  near. 

When  we  embark  the  ship  at  sea 
We’ll  join  in  songs  of  jubilee; 

We  fear  no  water  and  no  waves, 

For  God  is  there  and  His  Love  saves. 

When  we’ll  arrive  on  yonder  shore, 

God’s  holy  name  we  will  adore; 

We’ll  shout  when  we  step  on  the  strand, 
America,  thou  blessed  land! 

Welcome,  thou  fatherland,  afar. 

Where  favored  gates  stand  wide  ajar; 

We  now  our  land  of  birth  disown, 

We’ve  chose  a  home  in  lands  unknown. 

Farewell,  farewell,  my  fatherland, 

Farewell,  again,  my  kindred  band; 

Some  day  we’ll  meet  on  heaven’s  shore, 
’Neath  peaceful  Palms  forever  more. 
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